
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting August 27, 2019 

 
 
Members Present: Hope Davenport (Chair), Helena Osubor, Michael Truax, Mary Blake, Lisa Brown, Warren Smith, Yuki 
Lauber, Paula Fogt, Casey Mitchell, Amy Wissel 
 
Members Absent: Rick Volk, Michael Bolek 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 

I. Gather: 7:02 PM 
A. Opening Prayer – Fr. Jim Riehle 
B. Getting to know each other: Who is someone who has helped you to be a better person? What about him 

or her enabled them to do that? 
i. Members shared individuals who have helped and inspired them throughout their lives.  

 
II. Business 

A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from June 25, 2019. 
i. Minutes approved with one change. 
ii. Public minutes approved with one change. 

 
B. Assignments for monthly opening and closing prayers 

i. Hope will email out in the next week. 
C. WSC 2019/2020 roster was handed out to members. 

 
D. Ministry Monday - https://www.ministrymonday.org 

i. Podcast for those engaged in pastoral ministry. 
1. Mary Ella recommends this podcast to help in evaluating liturgy. 
2. Mary Ella will send out the Liturgical Evaluation Tool for Advent in October. 

E. Reminders 
i. Sep 28 9:30-11a or Oct 7, 7-8:30pm Liturgical Ministers Eve/Day of Reflection 

1. This is for all EMHCs, Lectors, and Sacristans. 
2. Fr. Riehle will be leading these sessions and sharing new procedures as well as offering 

time for reflection. 
3. These sessions will be a good opportunity for WSC members to learn what is going on in 

these ministries. 
4. Mary Ella strongly encouraging and asking all WSC members to attend one of the 

sessions. 
5. Mary Ella and Fr. Riehle are working on a handbook for Liturgical Ministers.  

ii. Social at Hope’s house for September 28th has been canceled due to Hope’s need to be doing 
some out of town traveling.  

 
III. Formation/Study 

A. WSC Study Materials for 2019-2020 
i. Searching for and Maintaining Peace, A Small Treatise on Peace of Heart, by Father Jacques 

Philippe. 
1. Fr. Riehle offered an introduced to this book. 
2. Reflections on searching for peace of heart. 
3. All councils and commissions will be reading this book. 
4. WSC will be reading this book for four months. 

ii. A book on Mother Teresa will be introduced later in the year. 
iii. I thirst For You link will be on the parish website with additional links to reading materials. 
iv. The Liturgy Documents, Volume One book that WSC has been using the last few years will also be 

used this year. 
B. Sing to the Lord - Paragraphs 61- 66 (pgs. 395 of the Fifth Edition) 

i. Latin in the Liturgy 
1. Members read sections of the text during the meeting in preparation for the discussion on 

Latin in the Liturgy led by Fr. Riehle. 
 



IV. Updates 
A. August 7th Pastoral Council Meeting – Mary Blake 

i. Most of the meeting was taken up with a discussion of the Fr. Geoff Drew situation. 
ii. Fr. Riehle presented an update on the Together We Grow campaign.  

1. Fr. Riehle has met with the architect concerning the design of the new addition. Presently 
the design is for a building shell with additions in the future as funds are available. 

iii. PC and E&C did not get the needed number of people to fill their vacancies. Both are working on 
plans to fill the vacancies. 

iv. Mary will miss the next PC meeting on Sep 4th. She will check with Rick Volk to see if he is 
available to attend. Mary will send a report from the WSC minutes if Rick is not able to attend. 

B. Mary Ella – Staff Report  
i. All choirs resume rehearsals and regular schedules in September. 
ii. 6:30am Masses year will begin on September 5th year round. 
iii. Confessions after 6:30am Mass on Tuesdays. 

C. Latin in the Liturgy discussion led by Fr. Riehle 
i. There was a discussion at the April 30, 2019 WSC meeting about the use of Latin in the liturgy. It 

was agreed then to hold further discussions in the future. 
ii. The faithful should know the Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Creed, Memorial Acclamation, Angus Dei, and 

Our Father in the vernacular and in Latin. 
iii. The use of Latin in parts of the Mass is a way to raise the level of worship. Fr. Riehle thinks we 

should not lower the bar on worship by not using Latin just because not everyone knows or are 
uncomfortable with its use during parts of the Mass.  

iv. The Crucifix on the altar is a tradition and another example of a way to raise the level of worship. It 
is a way to raise the altar to a level of being more than a table.  

v. Fr. Riehl does not know how to offer the Extraordinary Form of the Mass, but he has attended the 
Extraordinary Form and finds it beautiful.  

vi. Some of the people who grew up with the Latin Mass are sometimes more resistant to going back 
to the use of Latin. Fr. Riehle has no background with the Latin Mass so he has no problems with 
the use of Latin in the Mass. 

vii. We already know the meaning of the words of the prayers and responses in English, so reciting 
these prayers and responses in Latin is just a matter of learning the pronunciation of the Latin 
words. 

viii. If we had never lost our connection with the Latin it would not be an issue today. This was not the 
intention of Vatican II. We have failed to uphold what the documents of Vatican II taught about the 
use of Latin in the liturgy.  

ix. Benefits of using Latin during the Mass  
1. A universal language for the Church throughout the world. 
2. Using the same language as all of the great saints in the Church. 
3. Latin helps the faithful to elevate their demeanor at Mass. The Mass is different. It is not 

commonplace in our everyday lives, so we need to raise the bar at Mass. 
x. The Our Father is beautiful to chant in Latin. 
xi. The faithful already know several parts of the Mass in Latin. The Sanctus, Kyrie, Angus Dei. 
xii. The Memorial acclamation, Creed, and Gloria are a little more difficult to learn, so it will take some 

time to introduce these into our liturgy. 
xiii. Fr. Riehle introduced Latin into the Mass at the high school where he taught, and they loved it 

because it sounds more prayerful. He found there was more resistance at the parish. 
xiv. Liturgical reforms did not start with Vatican II, but go all the way back to Vatican I in 1869. Vatican I 

never completed this work and the council was suspended in 1870. The first order of business for 
Vatican II was to formally close Vatican I. 

xv. We need to find ways to introduce Latin without alienating people who may be resistant to its use. 
1. Homilies are not the place for catechesis. Need to offer extra catechesis, but it is often 

difficult to get people to attend sessions. 
2. The choir singing some Latin hymns as a reflection piece may be a good starting point. 
3. Inserting Latin into the Worship Aid. 
4. Start with the parts surrounding the Eucharistic prayers and then move to the Our Father 

and Gloria. 
5. Introducing Latin will be a slow process. 

xvi. The great classical composers like Mozart, Bach, Vogler, Hayden, etc. wrote Masses that are very 
beautiful and moving. 

xvii. Latin is a good way to help people recognize the sacredness of what we are doing at Mass. 



xviii. Fr. Riehle mentioned that introducing the use of patens at his previous parish raised the level of 
reverence of those receiving Holy Communion. 

xix. Jesus is the source and summit of our faith and we need to raise our level of worship. 
 

D. WSC members should send Hope topics for discussion at future WSC meetings. 
 
 

I. Closing Reflection  
V As a commission what have we done or will do as a result of this meeting? What have we done tonight to 

draw people closer to the Lord?  …Help engage parishioners. 
§ Hope is going to invite coworkers to a noon Mass. 
§ Living by example is a powerful witness to Christ. 
§ Helena offered a beautiful closing prayer. 

 
V. Meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


